
2024 Northwest Regional Forecast
NWGA Annual Energy Conference | June 13, 2024
Aliza Seelig, Analytics & Policy Director, PNUCC

Bringing the POWER of good ideas TOGETHER

Regional Utility Perspective
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Northwest Regional Forecast:
A regional barometer 

• For over 70 years, annual look at Northwest 
utilities’ firm loads & resources
• Tracks trends using consistent assumptions for 

annual energy, winter, & summer peak
• Tool to understand the evolving state of the 

Northwest power system
• Power Act footprint (WA, OR, ID, western MT)
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Demand for electricity could grow by 
over 30% in next decade
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PNUCC Reporting Year (August through July)

10-year Load Forecast Comparisons
2022 (dotted line), 2023 (dash), and 2024 (solid)

Summer Peak 5 year 10 year

2024 Forecast 3.2% 2.7%

2023 Forecast 3.3% 2.3%

2022 Forecast 1.4% 1.0%

Winter Peak 5 year 10 year

2024 Forecast 2.9% 2.3%

2023 Forecast 2.7% 1.8%

2022 Forecast 1.0% 0.7%

Energy 5 year 10 year

2024 Forecast 4.0% 3.1%

2023 Forecast 3.8% 2.4%

2022 Forecast 1.2% 0.9%

Growth Rates

Summer Peak MW (August) 

Annual Energy aMW

Winter Peak MW (January)
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Utilities have identified an unprecedented 
amount of new generation

WIND

PEAKER

Planned Future Resources



Northwest 
Utilities 
Generating 
Resources
• Acquisitions add up to 

approximately 4,700 MW 
(2020 to 2025)

• Standalone battery visible for 
the first time
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Hydro 
61%

Nuclear 
2%

Wind 
11%

Solar 
4%

Other 
renewable 

1%

Battery 
1%

Natural gas 
15%

Coal 
5%

Other 
0%

Nameplate 55,600 MW

Other renewable = hybrid renewable + battery, landfill gas, biogas
Other = cogen, small thermal
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As coal declines, natural gas increases 

*PacifiCorp recently announced plans to 
retrofit Jim Bridger 3&4 with carbon 
capture technology by 2028 and 
continue operating them through 2039.
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Coal to Gas Conversion

New Gas

Existing Gas

Colstrip 1 & 2 retired 2019
Hardin retired 2019
Valmy 1 exit 2019 & retire 2021
Boardman retired 2020
Centralia 1 retired 2020
Yellowstone Co. Gas Generating Station 2024

Jim Bridger 1 & 2 Gas Conversion 2024
Centralia 2 retires 2026
Colstrip 3&4 Utility exits 2026
Valmy 1 & 2 Gas Conversion 2026
Colstrip 3&4 utility exits 2030
Jim Bridger 3&4 Gas Conversions 2030*
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The bar for resources keeps moving 
higher  - Winter picture

Winter (January Peak) Picture

Jan 2025

20
22Forecast

20
23

20
24

Increasing bar

Jan 2024
34,591 MW
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The bar for resources keeps moving 
higher  - Summer picture
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Thank you!

Bringing the POWER of good ideas TOGETHER

The Northwest Regional Forecast can be found at pnucc.org

Aliza Seelig
Analytics & Policy Director

aliza@pnucc.org

https://www.pnucc.org/

